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Mike D. Salazar, L.A. Cars, 1938 Chevy #101, Digital Photography, 12.125” x 9.75”, 2025
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IN THE STUDIO AND IN THE COMMUNITY
LATINO VISUAL ARTISTS SHAPING CULTURE

Written by Ruben Esparza

As we celebrate Latino American Heritage Month 2026, we’re proud and honored to uplift and highlight a 
small but powerful cross-section of artists whose work reflects the depth, diversity, and dynamism of our 
communities. 
Selected at random from the artwork featured in this publication are the voices of artists who offer unique 
perspectives that span genres, disciplines, and cultural expressions. While their stories are just a glimpse 
into the richness of Latino artistic voices, each one invites us to reflect, connect, and celebrate. These 
spotlights are just a few of the many voices shaping our shared cultural landscape. For a full listing of 
artists featured, please see page 155.

At left, figurative artist Abby Aceves in her studio.
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Unidos, Somos Más       Together, We Are More



My practice is rooted in storytelling, shaped by my Mexican heritage and cultural identity. Through 
figurative painting, I center people of color—especially women of color—to explore identity, 
empowerment, vulnerability, and representation.

Inspired by lush green gardens, I seek to evoke a sense of belonging and connection to the natural 
world. Nature is both my greatest source of inspiration and sanctuary.

Raised in a matriarchal home surrounded by plants and animals, I draw from the relationships between 
family, nature, and contemporary Mexican culture. My work celebrates the resilience, beauty, and 
traditions that shape my identity, inviting viewers to connect with the love of nature, family, and cultural 
roots that guide my artistic journey.
Overleaf, artist Abby Aceves in her studio. Above left, detail from La Bestia, Oil, cold wax and leather on canvas, 12” x 12”, 2025, at center, detail 
from Lo veo en tus ojos, Oil, epoxy clay and ribbon on canvas, 11” x 14”, 2026, at right, detail from, Fortaleza, Oil, cold wax, epoxy clay and leather 
on panel, 20” x 20”, 2025

My artistic practice spans photography, graffiti, text-based art, and DIY punk aesthetics rooted in 
community and working-class culture. My work explores representation as a form of artistic expression, 
social change, and activism, examining how images, language, and public space can amplify 
historically overlooked voices.

My photography grew from documenting people and places encountered while painting walls 
throughout Los Angeles, as well as creating flyers for DIY punk shows using found imagery. My current 
work focuses on working-class folx in immigrant communities of color. I also create letter-based 
paintings influenced by the signage and graffiti surrounding me, incorporating social and political 
messages that reflect the lived experiences and identities of my communities.
Above left, detail from, Private Sector, Acrylic, toner, spray paint, collage on wood panel, 24” x 48”, 2018 , at center, the artist in his studio, at right, 
detail from Dame Mas Gasolina, seen in full at right.
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Raymundo T. Reynoso, Dame Mas Gasolina, Acrylic, stickers, collage on wood panel, 48” x 32”, 2026 



Rosaura Pila-Godínez, Vendedor de Sonrisas, Acrylic on canvas, 16”x 20”, 2026 
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I have been creating art for more than fifty years. Growing up in Calexico, California, my bicultural and 
bilingual upbringing profoundly shaped my work and reflects the cultural exchange between Mexico 
and the United States.

As a lifelong artist and graphic designer, I served as Art Director for Lowrider magazine during the 
1990s. Inspired by my Chicano identity, my work draws on cultural iconography to celebrate heritage, 
memory, and community. I am best known for unconventional paintings on tortillas, transforming an 
everyday cultural staple into an artistic canvas. I have also created public murals throughout Southern 
California. As a cancer survivor and lifelong guitarist, I view art and music as powerful vehicles for 
preserving culture and connecting communities.
Above, left: detail from Asylum Seekers, Watercolor and Prisma color on wood, 10”x10”, 2018 center: artist Joe Bravo, at right: detail from La Virgin 
de Guadalupe, Acrylic paint on flour tortilla, 28” x 28, 2007 

My paintings are inspired by childhood memories and experiences that shaped my identity. At nine, my 
parents migrated to the United States, a life-changing transition that profoundly influenced my personal 
journey and artistic practice.

Through surreal narratives, I explore migration, memory, identity, family, and belonging. The monarch 
butterfly recurs throughout my work as a symbol of migration, resilience, and survival, connecting the 
natural world with the human experience of crossing borders in search of opportunity. By weaving 
memories of my childhood in Mexico with my life in the United States, I explore what it means to exist 
between two cultures as a Mexican American, or Chicana. My work honors cultural identity, family, 
heritage, and home.
Above left: detail from Corrientes de Sueños, 6.5’ x 5’, 2019, center: the artist in her studio, at right: detail from Corazón Migrante, Acrylic on 
canvas, 11”x 14”, 2022 
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Abby Aceves, Matri, Oil on canvas, 11” x 14”, 2026 



99

The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs is pleased to present the works of four fine 
writers in the 2026 Latino American Heritage Month Calendar and Cultural Guide. We are honored to 
showcase the work of Los Angeles poets Vibiana Aparicio-Chamberlin, Said Emmanuel Castro,  
Rubén Esparza, and Juan Pacheco.
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WHEN I DIE 
by Rubén Esparza
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When I die,
at the ripe old age of a hundred and twenty-five,

play adagios that melt into cumbia,
mariachi into disco,
punk into all the waves of the eighties.

Don’t fill the room with silence.

No cryin’.

Just singing,
dancing,
stories growing sweeter each time they’re told,
laughter carrying us all the way home.

Lay beside my heart
the photographs of those I love—

Abuela Lola,
mis queridas madres,
mis hermanos y mis hermanas,

and Jeff,
the love of my life.

Tuck inside the list
of names of all my boys
I lost to AIDS.

Especially Russell,

my first love,

whose memory has lived beside me,
equal parts
love,
sorrow,
and rage.

Bury me deep,
somewhere in my beautiful Califas,

wrapped in the softest zarapes.

Plant a seed in my chest.

Let my ribs become roots.

Let me return

as an Aliso tree.

At left: Rick Castro, Dia de Los Muerto Hijo, Archival digital print, 11” x 8”. 2008  
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EL BOSQUÉ 
by Said Emmanuel Castro
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Te busqué por el

bosque y por las vías del

tren, te busqué por el bosque 

ahora brillas más bien, te 

miro en mis sueños te siento 

palpitar, te siento tus labios 

que nunca se van, por medio 

del divino te pude encontrar, 

tu misma mirada me hace 

brillar, en la luz de la luna yo

siento tu calor, tu misma

mirada me quita el dolor.....
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I LIKE DRY FLOWERS 
by Juan Pacheco
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dry flowers

leaning on each other in an old jar 

creating a hidden symmetry

deep within me 

a life after death

i sit in the morning light a witness to your beauty

 colors have faded but you still stand defiantly

the roots that bore you long forgotten, dead in fact

it is now your time

 to slowly absorb

memories of a lost life

you no longer adorn

 a stranger’s grave

 but are here with me

listening to the new day
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TAKE COMFORT    
RISING FROM THE ASHES 

by Vibiana Aparicio-Chamberlin
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Take Comfort

See how the bud

Slowly uncurls

	 Patiently

See how it seeks

Warmth of the sun

	 Hungry

Take comfort

You too will raise your head

	 Thrilled

Ascends upward

	 Seeking

See how the bud

Blossoms into

Opens early

Catches the morning dew

	 Quenched

Take comfort

The bee takes pollen 

	 Respectfully

	 Gently

See how the bud, 

	 Blossoms

Like you

Take comfort

	 In the new life
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Michael Dergar, Enlightenment, Acrylics on canvas multimedia, 50” x 60”, 2026 



art

Karla Zulema Garcia, Nobody’s son and his paper wings, Acrylic on canvas-textured board and mixed-media paper, 35.4” x 43.3”, 2025
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The Department of Cultural Affairs presents reading selections for children, teens, and adults, with 
many books available in Spanish. The Department of Cultural Affairs acknowledges the use of the 
following resources, and extends gratitude to the Los Angeles County Library, Tía Chucha’s Centro 
Cultural & Bookstore, Social Justice Books, and Powell’s City of Books.

	 Compiled by:	 Erin Aguilar 
			   City of Los Angeles 
			   Department of Cultural Affairs

BibliografiaBibliografia
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
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 Melly Trochez, Thank you for your Business, Mixed media on canvas, 16” x 24”, 2025 
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Children
ALFREDITO FLIES HOME

Written by Jorge Argueta and Illustrated by Luis Garay 
Publisher: Groundwood Books

Alfredito and his family are preparing to return to their old home in El Salvador for Christmas, their first 
trip back since they left as refugees. Flying for the first time, the anticipation grows as they journey 
to the airport, board the plane, and reach their destination. Their old house evokes a strong sense of 
belonging and joy as beloved relatives and familiar sights greet them.

THE COMPOSITION 

Written by Antonio Skarmeta and Illustrated by Alfonso Ruano 
Publisher: Groundwood Books 

Pedro lives a simple life of attending school, doing homework, and playing soccer. But when the 
soldiers take his friend Daniel’s father away, things become much more complicated. Pedro’s parents 
secretly listen to the radio every evening, and the government wants Pedro and his classmates to write 
about their parents’ activities. This illustrated book provides food for thought about freedom, moral 
choices, and personal responsibility for children.

CAPOEIRA: GAME! DANCE! MARTIAL ART!

Written by George Ancona 
Publisher: Lee & Low Books

Capoeira is a blend of game, dance, and martial art that encourages self-expression through movement 
and music. At Madinga Academy in Oakland, California, students learn acrobatic moves and play games 
to traditional music. Originating in Brazil, capoeira was initially used as a fighting form by enslaved 
Africans and later recognized as a martial art and game. Students at the academy receive colored ropes 
to mark their progress and anticipate another year of fun and self-expression through capoeira.

ALMA Y CÓMO OBTUVO SU NOMBRE / ALMA AND HOW SHE GOT HER NAME 

Written and Illustrated by Jauna Martinez-Neal 
Publisher: Candlewick Press

Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura Candela is self-conscious about her long name and it “not fitting” on a 
piece of paper. She seeks consolation from her father, who assures her that her name does fit. Alma’s 
father explains the family members and the history to which each part of her name is attached, and she 
soon discovers that her name is one of a kind and hers alone.
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TODOS IGUALES / ALL EQUAL: UN CORRIDO DE LEMON GROVE /  
A BALLAD OF LEMON GROVE 

Written and illustrated by Christy Hale 
Publisher: Children’s Book Press  

In 1930, the Lemon Grove School Board sought to segregate Mexican American students from their 
white peers because the board claimed that the students had a “language handicap” and needed to 
be “Americanized.” This story follows twelve-year-old Roberto Álvarez, the boy for whom the case is 
named, and demonstrates the Mexican community’s fight to dismantle segregation and reinstate equal 
access to education.

WALK WITH ME/ CAMINO A CASA 

Written by Jairo Butirago and Illustrated by Rafael Yockteng 
Publisher: Groundwood Books

A story about a young girl whose imagination conjures a lion to accompany her as she walks from 
school to home and to all her chores in between. In only knowing her father from a single photograph, 
an image in which he looks like a lion, her lion companion is her guardian in his absence.

 Marinés Adrianza, Specimen No. 248 “Aurora”, Nylon, cotton, fabric, wire, wool and 
porcelain on canvas, 20” x 20”, 2026 
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Jaqueline Esparza Sanders, Woodland Friends, Watercolor on paper, 4.5’ x 8”, 2014 
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Young Adult
CEMETERY BOYS 

By Aiden Thomas 
Publisher: Feiwel & Friends  

When Yadriel’s traditional Latinx family refuses to accept his gender, he is determined to prove his 
worth as a brujo. With the support of Maritza, his cousin and best friend, he journeys to find the ghost 
of his murdered cousin and set it free! Instead, Yadriel mistakenly conjures the spirit of his school’s bad 
boy. They agree to work together to reach their goals, but Yadriel discovers that the bad boy ghost may 
be too difficult to leave behind.

JULIET TAKES A BREATH 

By Gabby Rivera 
Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group

Juliet recently came out to her family and is thrilled about starting her internship with her favorite 
feminist writer in Portland, Oregon. However, she’s unsure if her mother will ever speak to her again. 
Despite this, Juliet is confident that her feminist mentor will help her navigate this challenging time. 
That is until she discovers that her mentor’s experience differs significantly from hers. Throughout a 
summer of queer dance parties, an exciting fling, and an intense exploration of race and identity, Juliet 
learns about the complexities of coming out.

THE POET X 

By Elizabeth Acevedo 
Publisher: Harper Collins

Xiomara’s body is changing, and her emotions and needs are difficult to express. She does not feel 
heard, cannot hide, and feels restrained by her mother’s demands to adhere to the church’s rules. 
Xiomara keeps everything to herself and in her leather-bound notebook, into which she has poured all 
her feelings. When invited to participate in a poetry slam, Xiomara wants to share her words but does 
not know how to hide this from her family.
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Patssi Valdez, Little Girl in the Yellow Dress, Acrylic on canvas, 36” x 36”, 1995
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ARISTOTLE AND DANTE DISCOVER THE SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE 

By Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
Publisher: Row House Publishing

Although Aristotle and Dante may not appear to have anything in common, they spend more time 
together after meeting at the swimming pool and discovering a unique, life-changing friendship. They 
learn the truths about themselves and the people they want to become.

Abby Aceves, La Bestia, Oil, cold wax and leather on canvas, 12” x 12”, 2025  
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DON’T ASK ME WHERE I’M FROM 

By Jennifer de Leon  
Publisher: Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books

Liliana is a fifteen-year-old first-generation American Latinx. She is accepted into a predominantly white 
school, where she decides to go by Lili and distances herself from her old friends and her identity. 
When her family secrets are revealed, Liliana confronts her newly adopted attitude. She has to decide 
what she truly believes in and take a stand.

BROWN ENOUGH

By Christopher Rivas 
Publisher: Row House Publishing 

This book is part memoir, intimately speaking of personal exploration with identity, and part social 
commentary addressing the issues of race. The author reflects on past moments and conversations 
with family, friends, acquaintances, and romantic partners to discover a more complete self as he 
simultaneously has a racial awakening and struggles with the notion of what it means to be “perfectly” 
Latinx, socially and environmentally conscious, and successful in America. Rivas encourages his 
reader to show up proudly in their own skin and their complex identities, and be open to having hard 
conversations.

Virginia Val, Phoenix (Re-birth), Oil on Canvas, 16” X 20”, 2025
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Adults
LATINÍSIMO: HOME RECIPES FROM THE TWENTY-ONE COUNTRIES  
IN LATIN AMERICA: A COOK BOOK 

By Sandra A. Gutierrez 
Publisher: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group

Sandra Gutierrez presents over three hundred everyday meals from twenty-one Latin American 
countries. The book is categorized by accessible ingredients and pantry staples, making it is an 
excellent resource for cooking fundamentals. The recipes demonstrate the rich diversity and breadth of 
culinary traditions.

LOS SUEÑOS DE LA NIÑA DE LA MONTAÑA: MEMORIA DE UNA UTOPÍA CUMPLIDA/ 
THE DREAMS OF THE MOUNTAIN GIRL

By Eufrosina Cruz 
Publisher: Penguin Random House

This autobiography tells the story of the tenacious author who came to change the lives of indigenous 
women across Mexico. At 27, Cruz won the governorship of her town, but was prohibited to step into 
the position because she was a woman. Cruz would work to change the most important law in the 
country and in her state’s constitution, fight for the equal rights and representation of indigenous and 
Afro people and women, and elevate their status beyond second-class citizens.

CREEP: ACCUSATION AND CONFESSION 

By Myriam Gurba  
Publisher: Avid Reader Press/ Simon & Schuster

A collection of “ruthless and razor-sharp” essays, confronting the ever creeping, oppression and toxicity 
that has made its way throughout our culture—within homes, schools and across media—and the 
system that is perpetuated. Gurba approaches these issues with an exploration particularly focused on 
the intersections of Latinx identity.   

At left: Victoria Delgadillo, At the Huntington Library Food Court, Pen and pencil on paper, 6” x 7”, 2026 
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SOLITO: A MEMOIR 

By Javier Zamora 
Publisher: Penguin Random House

To reunite with his mother, Javier Zamora’s journey will require him to trek three-thousand miles from El 
Salvador, through Guatemala and Mexico, into the United States. The nine-year old anticipated the trip 
would take two weeks but never could he imagine the dangers that lay ahead, extending his trip into a 
months-long journey. The memoir details the grueling and dangerous passage punctuated with deceit 
and violence, kindness and love, and humanities desire for safety and wellbeing.

 Juan Escobedo, Los Rubios, Digital photography, 30” x 40”, 2026  
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OUR SHARE OF NIGHT 

By Mariana Enriquez 
Publisher: Penguin Random House

A father and son grieve the death of their beloved wife and mother. The pair travel to her ancestral 
home, where they meet the terrifying legacy she left behind: a supernatural cult that commits 
inexplicable “acts in search of immortality.” Father and son seek to survive and reconcile the 
dangerously complex layers of  
the past.

AN AFRICAN AMERICAN AND LATINX HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 

By Paul Ortiz 
Publisher: Penguin Random House

Ortiz presents a bottom-up history of the United States, attributing the country’s development to the 
“Global South.” He highlights the contributions of African American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices in 
transforming the US through collective resistance against imperialism. Addressing the nation’s current 
state, Ortiz cites scholars’ and organizers’ calls for solidarity with nations of the Americas and offers 
valuable insights into the continued struggles for universal civil rights.

Denise Esparza, Day of the Dead altar, Raices de Lucha y Amor, Altar 
installation for East Los Angeles Library, Photograph, 2025
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Alejandro Macias, Distress Signal, Graphite on paper, 20” x 20”, 2020
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ABYSS 

By Irene Vallejo 
Publisher: World Editions

Claudia, an impressionable eight-year-old girl from Cali, Colombia, tries to understand the adult world. 
Her father is silent, her mother is unhappy and fills Claudia’s head with tragic stories. When an intruder 
arrives, Claudia’s world starts falling apart. This vivid novel shows how children can sense complex 
realities, despite being unable to fully understand them.

PELUDA 

By Melissa Lozada-Oliva  
Publisher: Button Poetry

Peluda means “hairy” or “hairy beast.” In this vivid and funny narrative, Lozada-Oliva explores the 
relationship between femininity and body hair, as well as the intersection of family, class, the immigrant 
experience, Latina identity, and more.

John Tapia Urquiza, Sound Bath at Avenue 50 Studio, Digital photograph, Cypress Park, 2026 
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THE MYTH OF THE END: FROM THE FRONTIER TO THE BORDER WALL  
IN THE MIND OF AMERICA 

By Greg Grandin 
Publisher: Metropolitan Books

Since the nation’s inception, the concept of an open and ever-expanding frontier has been central to 
American identity. It symbolized endless promise and perpetuated the self-belief in America as an 
exceptional nation. Historian Grandin explores the meaning of the frontier throughout US history. He 
explains how America’s constant expansion deflected domestic conflicts outward. These conflicts are 
returning home with the impact of financial crises and wars. Grandin argues that this has led to the rise 
of reactionary populism and the end of American exceptionalism.

HIGH-RISK HOMOSEXUAL: A MEMOIR 

By Edward Gomez 
Publisher: Catapult

Gomez’s story begins in the ultra-masculine space of his uncle’s cockfighting ring as a child in 
Nicaragua. He learns how to embrace his sexuality and Latinx heritage in queer spaces such as the 
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, a drag queen convention in Los Angeles, and the doctor’s office where he is 
diagnosed as a “high-risk homosexual.” Gomez is vulnerable, funny, and quick-witted to address racial, 
sexual, familial, and professional power dynamics.

SOCCER IN THE SUN AND SHADOW 

By Eduardo Galeano 
Publisher: Public Affairs

Award-winning writer Eduardo Galeano takes a deep dive across cultures and histories in search of 
styles of play, players, and goals that reveal the characteristics of soccer through time and place. From 
ancient China to Victorian England, colonial implementation, contemporary politics, and interviews with 
renowned soccer icons, Galeano offers a broad perspective on the captivating and emotional game of 
soccer.

I’M NOT BROKEN: A MEMOIR  

By Jesse Leon 
Publisher: Penguin Random House

Jesse Leon, a child of indigenous Mexican immigrants in 1970s San Diego, experienced a life-altering 
event at the age of eleven. Battling through trauma and neglect, he turned to destructive coping 
mechanisms. Jesse’s story is fraught with uncomfortable self-reflection, transformation, and triumph, 
ultimately leading him to Harvard University. His narrative is a powerful testament to the capacity for 
self-transformation, self-acceptance, and empathy, showcasing one young man’s unyielding spirit to 
survive against all odds.
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Rubén Esparza, Untitled (Flag), Archival ink on 100% rag paper, 24” x 18”, 2023  
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AUTRY MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN WEST
4700 Western Heritage Way, Los Angeles
323.667.2000
theautry.org

AVENUE 50 STUDIO
3714 N. Figueroa St., Highland Park 
avenue50studio.org

BEYOND BAROQUE
681 Venice Blvd., Venice
310.822.3006
beyondbaroque.org

BILINGUAL FOUNDATION OF THE ARTS
201 North Los Angeles St., Suite 12, Los Angeles
213.437.0500
bfatheatre.org

CENTRAL AMERICAN RESOURCE  
CENTER
2845 West 7th St., Los Angeles
213.385.7800
carecen-la.org

THE CHEECH MARIN CENTER FOR  
CHICANO ART & CULTURE  
OF THE RIVERSIDE ART MUSEUM
3581 Mission Inn Ave., Riverside
951.684.7111
riversideartmuseum.org

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
City of Los Angeles
201 North Figueroa St., Suite 1400, Los Angeles
213.202.5500
culture.lacity.gov

EL MONTE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
3150 North Tyler Ave., El Monte
626.580.2232
ci.el-monte.ca.us/455/El-Monte-Historical-

Museum

At left: Roger Triviños, Cruzando Puertas, Oils on canvas, 13” x 19”, 2026 

CulturaCulturaCULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH
CALENDAR AND CULTURAL GUIDE 2026

https://theautry.org/
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https://culture.lacity.gov/
https://ci.el-monte.ca.us/455/El-Monte-Historical-Museum
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EL PUEBLO DE LOS ANGELES  
HISTORICAL MONUMENT
125 Paseo de la Plaza, Suite 300, Los Angeles
213.485.6855
elpueblo.lacity.org

FOWLER MUSEUM AT UCLA
UCLA Campus
308 Charles E. Young Dr. North, Los Angeles
310.825.4361
fowler.ucla.edu

HIGHWAYS PERFORMANCE  
SPACE AND GALLERY
1651 18th St., Santa Monica
310.453.1755
highwaysperformance.org

LA HISTORIA MUSEUM
3240 Tyler Ave., El Monte
lahistoriamuseum.org

Joey Terrill, Chisme, East LA -1984, Acrylic on canvas, 40” x 30”, 2025

https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
https://fowler.ucla.edu/
https://www.highwaysperformance.org/
https://www.lahistoriamuseum.org/ 
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Ruben Esparza, Meso Greco, Mixed media, 30” x 30”, 2025 
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Isaac Pelayo, Global Warning, Oil and aerosol on canvas, 40” x 30”, 2026 
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LA PLAZA COCINA DE  
GLORIA MOLINA
555 N. Spring St., Los Angeles
lapca.org/la-cocina-de-gloria-molina

LA PLAZA DE CULTURAS Y ARTES
501 N. Main St., Los Angeles
lapca.org

LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART
5905 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles
323.857.6000
lacma.org

MEXICAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE
125 Paseo de la Plaza, Suite 100, Los Angeles
213.485.0221
facebook.com/MexicanCulturalInstitute

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
250 South Grand Ave., Los Angeles
213.626.6222
moca.org

MUSEUM OF LATIN AMERICAN ART
628 Alamitos Ave., Long Beach
562.437.1689
molaa.org

PICO RIVERA CENTER FOR THE ARTS
9200 Mines Ave., Pico Rivera
562.801.4300

PLAZA DE LA RAZA
3540 North Mission Rd., Los Angeles
323.223.2475
plazadelaraza.org

SELF HELP GRAPHICS & ART
1300 East 1st St., Los Angeles
323.881.6444
selfhelpgraphics.com

SOCIAL AND PUBLIC ART  
RESOURCE CENTER (SPARC)
685 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles
310.822.9560
sparcinla.org

WHITTIER MUSEUM
6755 Newlin Ave., Whittier
562.945.3871
whittiermuseum.org

https://lapca.org/la-cocina-de-gloria-molina/
https://lapca.org/
https://www.lacma.org/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22303715210&gbraid=0AAAAADxI9j5ZnMt7sTr2CRmSfc8YI-wiz&gclid=CjwKCAjwkaXUBhASEiwAZI3ds4TTpMLVmzSZqF2tafEPqtrBtkZQeE7WzUp0FaXVw8gFgPI6KyO8TBoCsSYQAvD_BwE
https://www.facebook.com/MexicanCulturalInstitute
https://www.moca.org/
https://molaa.org/
https://www.plazadelaraza.org/
https://www.selfhelpgraphics.com/
https://sparcinla.org/
https://whittiermuseum.org/
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Maria Alejandra Hernandez, La espera en el andén, Acrylic on canvas, 100 x 100, 2025 
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Los Angeles’s diverse Latino legacy started over 15,000 years ago in the prehistoric epoch. Some of the 
oldest human remains in North America were excavated near Los Angeles and dated to approximately 
13,000 B.C. The Chumash were the first Indigenous settlers to arrive around 8,000 B.C. establishing 
communities along the southern coastal regions of California and the Channel Islands. The Tongva 
moved into coastal Southern California near 200 A.D. and lived in the area that eventually became  
Los Angeles when the first Spanish contact was made in the 1500s.
Priests followed explorers to establish new communities throughout the 1700s. During this period, 
El Pueblo de la Reina de Los Ángeles Sobre el Río de la Porciúncula was officially established by the 
Spanish crown. As Los Angeles’s government changed from its original tribal settlers to Spain, Mexico, 
and then the United States over the course of its rich Indigenous and Hispanic history, our city’s 
residents blended into a singularly unique cultural mix of Latinos ~ of Indigenous, Spanish, Mexican, 
Latin American, Middle Eastern, Caribbean, European, African, Pacific Islander, and Asian descent — 
among many other backgrounds.

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH
CALENDAR AND CULTURAL GUIDE 2026

LATINO HISTORICAL MONUMENTSHistoriaHistoria
CITY OF LOS ANGELES
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The following is a partial selection of Latino Historic Monuments in Los Angeles:

ADOBE DE PALOMARES 
491 East Arrow Hwy., Pomona
909.623.2198
pomonahistorical.org/adobe-de-palomares

Adobe de Palomares was the 13-room home 
of Don Ygnacio Palomares and his wife, Doña 
Concepción López de Palomares. The Palomares 
and Vejar families owned the Rancho San Jose, 
which covered eastern Los Angeles County, some 
150 years ago. Today,  
the site is open as a museum. 

ANDRES PICO ADOBE 
10940 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission Hills
818.365.7810
laparks.org/historic/andres-pico-adobe

Built by mission Indians in 1832, this was the 
home of Andrés Pico the brother of Governor Pío 
Pico. Today, the home is the headquarters of the 
San Fernando Historical Society. 

AVILA ADOBE
10 Olvera St., El Pueblo de Los Angeles,  

Los Angeles
213.485.6855
elpueblo.lacity.gov

Built in 1818, the Avila Adobe is the city’s oldest 
residence and was the home to  
one of the original founding families of  
Los Angeles. 

THE BRIDGE TO NOWHERE 
East Fork of the San Gabriel River, Highway 39
orangecountyoutdoors.com/beyond-oc/ 

bridge-to-nowhere

In 1938, Southern California suffered one of 
the worst rainstorms of the 20th century. After 
tremendous flooding and record amounts of rain 
wiped out the canyon, nothing was left except for 
“The Bridge to Nowhere.” 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY AT 
NORTHRIDGE OVIATT LIBRARY
18111 Nordoff St., Northridge
818.677.2285
library.csun.edu

Includes a rare collection of Spanish language 
newspapers from Los Angeles and Latin America. 

CAMPO DE CAHUENGA 
3919 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood
818.927.1347
laparks.org/historic/campo-de-cahuenga

This historic monument is the site of the signing 
of the Treaty of Cahuenga in January 1847. This 
document was instrumental in ending the conflict 
over the southwest territory between United 
States and Mexico. 

CASA ADOBE DE SAN RAFAEL
1330 Dorothy Dr., Glendale
818.548.2184
glendaleparksfoundation.org/parks/casa-adobe-

de-san-rafael

This adobe home was built for Tomás Sánchez, 
first sheriff of Los Angeles County, and his wife 
Maria Sepulveda Sanchez. It was restored in 1932 
and is now a museum. 

https://www.pomonahistorical.org/adobe-de-palomares
https://recreation.parks.lacity.gov/historic/andres-pico-adobe
https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
https://www.orangecountyoutdoors.com/beyond-oc/bridge-to-nowhere
https://www.orangecountyoutdoors.com/beyond-oc/bridge-to-nowhere
https://library.csun.edu/
https://recreation.parks.lacity.gov/historic/campo-de-cahuenga
https://www.glendaleparksfoundation.org/parks/casa-adobe-de-san-rafael
https://www.glendaleparksfoundation.org/parks/casa-adobe-de-san-rafael
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CASA DE ADOBE
4605 North Figueroa St., Los Angeles 
323.221.2164

Located directly below the Southwest Museum, 
Casa de Adobe was completed in 1918 by the 
Hispanic Society of California and donated to 
the Museum in 1925. Modeled after the Rancho 
Guajome, it is a pre-1850s Spanish California 
rancho.

CATALINA VERDUGO ADOBE 
2211 Bonita Dr., Glendale
818.548.2000
glendaleca.gov/Home/Components/

FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/118/59

Glendale’s oldest building, this adobe home was 
probably built for Teodoro Verdugo, grandson of 
Don Jose Maria Verdugo. The Oak of Peace, on 
its grounds, is said to have been the site where 
Jesus Pico and other leaders of Mexican California 
decided to surrender to the American forces of 
John Fremont on January 11, 1847. 

 Maria Candelaria García, After the Battle: San Miguel, Acrylic on canvas-textured board, 6.5” x 9.9”, 2025

https://www.glendaleca.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/118/59
https://www.glendaleca.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/118/59
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CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS
555 West Temple St., Los Angeles
213.680.5200
olacathedral.org

Standing in the midst of downtown LA, the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels serves an 
Archdiocese of over 4 million Catholics. The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels replaced the 
smaller, former Cathedral of Saint Vibiana, which 
was severely damaged in the 1994 Northridge 
Earthquake.

DOMINGUEZ RANCHO ADOBE MUSEUM
18127 South Alameda, Carson
310.603.0088
dominguezrancho.org

Rancho San Pedro, which came to be known as 
the Dominguez Ranch, began as a generous gift 
of 75,000 acres of land from a Spanish soldier to 
Juan Jose Dominguez in 1784. Forty-three years 
later, in 1827, his nephew, Manuel Dominguez, 
built this adobe home for his new bride. 

At right: Anselmo Ortiz, Urban Garden Redux 4, Digital photography 42” x 56”, 2026

Isabel Martinez, , Hacemos un trato, Mixed media, 20” x 16”, 2024 

https://olacathedral.org/
https://dominguezrancho.org/
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EL PUEBLO DE LOS ANGELES  
HISTORIC MONUMENT
125 Paseo de la Plaza, Los Angeles 
213.485.6855
elpueblo.lacity.gov

Although nothing remains of the original pueblo 
built by the 44 settlers who founded Los Angeles 
in 1781, there are 27 historic buildings in El Pueblo 
de Los Angeles, 11 of which are open to the public. 

FATHER SERRA PARK 
El Pueblo de Los Angeles
125 Paseo de la Plaza, Los Angeles 
213.485.5572
elpueblo.lacity.gov

Designated as a memorial to Father Serra, the 
park honors the Franciscan padre’s role in the 
colonization of California and his founding of the 
first nine of California’s eventual 21 missions. 

 Wenceslao Quiroz, East LA Metal Pickup Cruise, Watercolor and ink on paper, 12” x 9”, 2013 

https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
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FELIPE DE NEVE BRANCH LIBRARY 
2820 West Sixth St., Los Angeles
213.384.7676
lapl.org/branches/felipe-de-neve

This one-story brick building constructed in 1929 
combines elements of Mediterranean and Spanish 
Colonial Revival architecture. The library is named 
in honor of Felipe de Neve, credited for the 
founding of Los Angeles. 

HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME 
Hollywood Blvd. and on Vine St,, Hollywood
walkoffame.com

See the stars of Gloria Estefan, Andy Garcia, 
Edward James Olmos, Tito Puente, and many 
other Latino legends.

Melly Trochez, Nancy’s Flower Shop, Mixed media on canvas, 24” x 30”, 2024 

https://www.lapl.org/branches/felipe-de-neve
https://walkoffame.com/


138

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH
CALENDAR AND CULTURAL GUIDE 2026

HISTORIA: LATINO HISTORICAL MONUMENTS

LA CASA DE GERONIMO LOPEZ 
1100 Pico St., San Fernando
818.898.1290
ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/ 

Detail/P105

Built in 1882, the Lopez Adobe was the center 
of social life in the San Fernando Valley. Fully 
restored to the original floor plan, it can be seen 
today with furnishings from the 1800s.

LEONIS ADOBE
23537 Calabasas Rd., Calabasas
818.222.6511 
leonisadobemuseum.org

Built in Monterey style in the 1840s, it was the 
home of Miguel Leonis, a prominent figure of 
early Los Angeles. 

LOS ANGELES PLAZA
El Pueblo de Los Angeles
125 Paseo de la Plaza, Los Angeles 
213.485.6855
elpueblo.lacity.gov

During the early 1800s, this plaza functioned as 
the town’s center for social activity. Today, the 
plaza host concerts, performances, festivals, and 
the Pobladores Plaque commemorating the 44 
founding settlers of Los Angeles. 

LOS ENCINOS STATE PARK 
16756 Moorpark St., Encino
818.784.4849
parks.ca.gov/?page_id=619

This California rancho includes the original eight-
room de la Ossa Adobe, the two-story limestone 
Garnier building, a blacksmith shop, a natural 
spring, and a pond.

Amy Zapata, Mayo, Photo Print, 22” x 26”, 2022

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/Detail/P105
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/ListedResources/Detail/P105
https://www.leonisadobemuseum.org/
https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
https://parks.ca.gov/?page_id=619
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MISSION SAN FERNANDO REY DE ESPAÑA
15151 San Fernando Mission Blvd., Mission Hills
818.361.0186
missionsanfernandorey.org

Founded in 1797, it is perhaps one of the most 
striking icons of the expansion of the Spanish 
empire that occurred along the California coast 
more than 250 years ago. Today the mission offers 
a historical museum. 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF ANGELS 
El Pueblo de Los Angeles
535 North Main St., Los Angeles
213.629.3101
olqa.org

First established in 1784 as a chapel, this is the 
oldest Catholic Church in the City of Los Angeles 
still in operation. 

PARQUE DE MEXICO 
Corner of Main Street, Valley, and  

Mission Boulevards, Lincoln Heights

Adjacent to Lincoln Park, this park was 
established to recognize and reinforce the historic 
and cultural ties between residents of Lincoln 
Heights and Mexico. Sixteen works of public art 
memorialize Emiliano Zapata, Father Hidalgo, and 
other important Mexican National figures. 

PICO HOUSE
El Pueblo de Los Angeles
430 North Main St., Los Angeles
213.485.6855
elpueblo.lacity.gov

Built by former Mexican governor Pío Pico in 
1870, this three-story building was considered 
the most luxurious hotel in Los Angeles during its 
time. Recently restored, the building now hosts a 
museum.

PIO PICO STATE HISTORIC PARK 
6003 Pioneer Blvd., Whittier
562.695.1217
parks.ca.gov/?page_id=621

Pío Pico, the last governor of Mexican California 
before the American takeover in 1846, built a 
mansion on what is now a three-acre state park. 
Pico was one of California’s most remarkable 
historical figures. He witnessed and helped shape 
nearly a century of California history. His ancestry 
includes a mixture of ethnicities, including 
Mexican, African, Indian, and Italian. The park site 
was once the headquarters of Pico’s 8,891-acre 
ranch. 

RANCHO LOS ALAMITOS
6400 Bixby Hill Rd., Long Beach
562.431.3541
rancholosalamitos.org

One of the oldest buildings in Southern California, 
it was built in 1800, when California was governed 
by Spain. 

RANCHO LOS CERRITOS
4600 Virginia Rd., Long Beach
562.206.2040
rancholoscerritos.org

Once part of a 300,000-acre land grant awarded 
to Manuel Nieto in 1790, it is considered one of 
the finest examples of Monterey-style adobe in 
Southern California. 

https://www.missionsanfernandorey.org/
https://www.olqa.org/
https://elpueblo.lacity.gov/
http://parks.ca.gov/?page_id=621
https://www.rancholosalamitos.org/
https://www.rancholoscerritos.org/
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SAN ANTONIO WINERY
737 Lamar St., Los Angeles
323.223.1401
sanantoniowinery.com

Founded in 1917, the winery reflects the 
community of Lincoln Heights as the center of 
wine making, beer making, and baking during 
early Los Angeles. Owned by the Riboli family, the 
winery offers free tours, a restaurant, and live jazz 
on the weekend. 

SAN GABRIEL MISSION 
428 South Mission Dr., San Gabriel
626.457.3035
californiamissionsfoundation.org/ 

mission-san-gabriel

Founded in 1771 by Fathers Pedro Cambón and 
Joseph de la Somera, the San Gabriel Mission 
grew to be prosperous, with abundant orchards, 
vineyards, and herds. Today, a museum on the 
site holds many artifacts and priceless books 
dating back to 1489. 

SANCHEZ RANCH ADOBE
3725 Don Felipe Dr., Los Angeles

Portions of the adobe structure were built in  
1790 as part of the Rancho La Cienega Paseo  
de la Tijera. 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR MEMORIAL
Pershing Square 
5th St., Los Angeles
laparks.org/pershingsquare

A life-size granite statue depicts a solider 
memorializing the 21 young men from Southern 
California who died while serving the 7th 
Regiment during the Spanish-American War. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH
621 West Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 
213.749.8950
stvincentla.org

Built in 1924, it was the second Roman Catholic 
Church in Los Angeles to be consecrated. The 
main entrance features elaborately carved statues 
of saints.

Gary De La Rosa, Clouds Ahead, LA, Digital photography, 8” x 10”, 2025  

https://sanantoniowinery.com/
https://californiamissionsfoundation.org/mission-san-gabriel+/
https://californiamissionsfoundation.org/mission-san-gabriel+/
https://recreation.parks.lacity.gov/pershingsquare/
https://www.stvincentla.org/
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Gilbert (Magu) Luján, Portrait - Multicultural Face, Pastel and prismacolor on paper, 12.5” x 9.25”, 2004
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ABOUT THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

As a leading, progressive arts and cultural agency, DCA empowers Los Angeles’s vibrant communities 
by supporting and providing access to quality visual, literary, musical, performing, and educational arts 
programming; managing vital cultural centers; preserving historic sites; creating public art; and funding 
services provided by arts organizations and individual artists.
Formed in 1925, DCA promotes arts and culture as a way to ignite a powerful dialogue, engage LA’s 
residents and visitors, and ensure LA’s varied cultures are recognized, acknowledged, and experienced. 
DCA’s mission is to strengthen the quality of life in Los Angeles by stimulating and supporting arts and 
cultural activities, ensuring public access to the arts for residents and visitors alike.
DCA advances the social and economic impact of arts and culture through grantmaking, public art, 
community arts, performing arts, and strategic marketing, development, and design. DCA creates and 
supports arts programming, maximizing relationships with other city agencies, artists, and arts and 
cultural nonprofit organizations to provide excellent service in neighborhoods throughout Los Angeles.
For more information, please visit culture.lacity.gov or follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/culturela, 
Instagram @culture_la, YouTube @culturela, and X/Twitter @culture_la.

201 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, California 90012

TEL	 213.202.5500 
FAX	 213.202.5517 
WEB	 culture.lacity.gov

INSTAGRAM	 @culture_LA 
FACEBOOK	 cultureLA
X / TWITTER	 @culture_LA 
YOUTUBE	 @cultureLA

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH
CALENDAR AND CULTURAL GUIDE 2026

At left: Rick Castro, Tío Cuco, Archival digital print, 11” x 8”, 1987/print 2026

https://culture.lacity.gov/


144

LATINO HERITAGE MONTH
CALENDAR AND CULTURAL GUIDE 2026

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Francisco Palomares, Fabuloso, Oil on canvas, 30” x 40”, 2024 
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DCA NEIGHBORHOOD ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTERS

DCA’s neighborhood facilities offer high-quality instruction for young people and adults in the 
performing, visual, and new media arts. The Arts and Cultural Centers offer after-school and summer 
arts programs, produce solo and group art exhibitions, create outreach programs for under-served 
populations, and produce a variety of festivals during the year that celebrate the cultural diversity of the 
community.

DCA MANAGED ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTERS

Barnsdall Arts Center and Junior Arts Center
Barnsdall Park
4800 Hollywood Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027
323.644.6295	 Barnsdall Arts Center
323.644.6275	 Barnsdall Junior Arts Center

Canoga Park Youth Arts Center
7222 Remmet Avenue
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818.346.7099

DCA’s Henry P. Rio Bridge Gallery at City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery (LAMAG)
Barnsdall Park
4800 Hollywood Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027
323.644.6269

Lincoln Heights Youth Arts Center
2911 Altura Street
Los Angeles, CA 90031
323.224.0928

Sun Valley Youth Arts Center  
(The Stone House)
8642 Sunland Boulevard
Sun Valley, CA 91352
818.252.4619

Watts Towers Arts Center and  
Charles Mingus Youth Arts Center
1727 East 107th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90002
213.847.4646	 Watts Towers Arts Center
323.566.1410 	 Charles Mingus Youth 	

	 Arts Center

William Grant Still Arts Center
2520 South West View Street
Los Angeles, CA 90016
323.734.1165
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DCA MANAGED PERFORMING ARTS THEATERS

Through its professional theater facilities, DCA serves the performing and media arts community by  
offering below-market theater rentals. In turn, the arts community presents year-round dance, music, 
theater, literary, and multi-disciplinary performances; supports the development of emerging and 
established Los Angeles-based performing and media artists; and offers workshops for playwrights 
and writers of all ages.

Barnsdall Gallery Theatre
Barnsdall Park
4800 Hollywood Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027
323.644.6272

Lankershim Arts Center
5108 Lankershim Boulevard
North Hollywood, CA 91602
818.752.7568

Madrid Theatre
21622 Sherman Way
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818.347.9938

Taxco Theatre
7242 Owensmouth Avenue
Canoga Park, CA 91303
818.347.9938

Vision Theatre Performing Arts Center
3341 West 43rd Place
Los Angeles, CA 90008
213.202.5508

Warner Grand Theatre
478 West 6th Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
310.548.7672

Jacinto Guevara, Laguna Avenue, Acrylic on wood panel, 36” x 48”, 2019 
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Joe Peña, Rosie’s Tamales, Oil on canvas, 24” x 24”, 2019 
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Raymundo T. Reynoso, Sidewalking, UV resin print, spray paint, concrete, drywall tape on fiber cement board, 24” x 16”, 2026 
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Vibiana Aparicio-Chamberlin, We Are The World, Assemblage, 2006 

DCA MANAGED HISTORIC SITES

DCA provides conservation services and educational programming and tours for two of LA’s most 
treasured historic sites, Hollyhock House and the Watts Towers. Conservation efforts are coordinated 
through DCA’s Historic Site Preservation Office. DCA’s Museum Education and Tours Program 
coordinates tours and interpretive programs for both young people and adults.

Hollyhock House is Frank Lloyd Wright’s first  
Los Angeles project. Built between 1919 
and 1921, it represents his earliest efforts 
to develop a regionally appropriate style of 
architecture for Southern California. Barnsdall 
Park, including the iconic Hollyhock House, 
was awarded landmark status in 2007 and 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. As the nation’s highest historic 
landmark designation, the site has been 
formally recognized for its role in interpreting 
the heritage and history of the United States. 
Hollyhock House was inscribed on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List in 2019.

Hollyhock House
Barnsdall Park
4800 Hollywood Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027
323.913.4030

The Watts Towers, built over 34 years by 
Simon Rodia, are a Los Angeles icon. Built 
from found objects, including broken glass, 
sea shells, pottery, and tile, the Towers 
stand as a monument to the human spirit 
and the persistence of a singular vision. The 
Watts Towers, listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, are a National Historic 
Landmark, a State of California Historic Park, 
and Historic-Cultural Monument No. 15 as 
previously designated by the City of Los 
Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission.

Watts Towers
1765 East 107th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90002
213.847.4646
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DCA PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP ARTS FACILITIES

ARTS AND CULTURAL CENTERS

Art in the Park
5568 Via Marisol
Los Angeles, CA 90042
323.259.0861

Eagle Rock Community Cultural Center /  
Center for the Arts Eagle Rock
2225 Colorado Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90041
323.561.3044

McGroarty Arts Center
7570 McGroarty Terrace
Tujunga, CA 91042
818.352.5285

Frida Kahlo Theatre
William Reagh - LA Photography Center
2332 West Fourth Street
Los Angeles, CA 90057
213.382.8133

Frank Romero, The Arrest of the Paleteros Here, Oil on canvas, 72” x 50”, 1985 
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Gian Flores Norte, Todo de mi Mundo, Acrylic on wood, 4’ x 1’, 2025 
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DCA PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP ARTS FACILITIES

Los Angeles Theatre Center /  
The NEW LATC
514 South Spring Street, 2nd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90013
213.489.0994

Nate Holden Performing Arts Center
4718 West Washington Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90016
323.964.9768

DCA PROP K FACILITIES IN DEVELOPMENT
Downtown Youth Arts Center  
(Fire Station # 23)
225 East 5th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Highland Park Youth Arts Center
111 North Bridewell Street
Los Angeles, CA 90042

Manchester Youth Arts Center
5730 South Crenshaw Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90043

Vera Davis McLendon Youth Arts Center  
(Oakwood Junior Youth Arts Center)  
610 California Avenue
Venice, CA 90291

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

201 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, California 90012

TEL	 213.202.5500 
FAX	 213.202.5517 
WEB	 culture.lacity.gov

INSTAGRAM	 @culture_LA 
FACEBOOK	 cultureLA
X / TWITTER	 @culture_LA 
YOUTUBE	 @cultureLA

PERFORMING ARTS THEATERS

At right: Gary De La Rosa, Woman at Work, Digital photography, 8” x 12”, 2025 
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Rafael Navarro, Sonambulo: Sleep of the Just, no. 1, Ink on board, 25.125” × 21.125” × 1.5”, 1996 
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Abby Aceves
INSTAGRAM.COM/ABBY_ACEVES

Marinés Adrianza
MARINESADRIANZA.COM

Luis Alderete
LUISALDERETE.COM

Victor Alemán
DOSMUNDOS@EARTHLINK.NET

Vibiana Aparicio-Chamberlin
ARTEDIOSA.COM

Julianna Aparicio-Curtis
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
JULIANNAMARIEARTIST

Linda Arreola
LINDAARREOLAART.COM

Joe Bravo
JOEBRAVO.ART

Martin Bustamante
MARTINBUSTAMANTE-ART.COM

Arthur Carrillo
ARTCART9.COM

Rick Castro
INSTAGRAM.COM/CASTRRICK

Said Emmanuel Castro
THANKSFORTHEMILESBACKUP@ 
GMAIL.COM

Ana María Cobos
ANAMCOBOS@GMAIL.COM

Gary De La Rosa
GARY27DELAROSA@GMAIL.COM

Victoria Delgadillo
VICTORIADELGADILLO.COM

Michael Dergar
MICHAELDERGAR.COM

Juan Escobedo
JUANESCOBEDO.COM

Denise Esparza
NISEC27@GMAIL.COM

Ofelia Esparza
INSTAGRAM.COM/OFRENDA1

Rubén Esparza
RUBENESPARZA.COM

Karla Zulema Garcia
KARLAZULEMA47001@GMAIL.COM

María Candelaria García 
MARIACANDELARIAGAOT@GMAIL.COM

Brenda Paola Gomez
INSTAGRAM.COM/PFGGDESIGN

Maria Alejandra Hernandez
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
MACHE.ARTECONSENTIDO

Isabel Martinez
UNAMUSA@YAHOO.COM

Brenda Munguia
MUNGUIA.BRENDA3745@GMAIL.COM

Gian Flores Norte
INSTAGRAM.COM/GFNARTLA
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The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs gives special thanks to the calendar's visual and 
literary artists for generously allowing us to showcase their work in this publication.

2026 CALENDAR ARTISTSArteArte
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

https://www.instagram.com/abby_aceves
https://marinesadrianza.com/
https://www.luisalderete.com/
mailto:dosmundos%40earthlink.net?subject=
https://www.artediosa.com/
https://www.instagram.com/juliannamarieartist
https://www.instagram.com/juliannamarieartist
https://lindaarreolaart.com/
https://www.joebravo.art/
https://martinbustamante-art.com/
https://www.artcart9.com/
https://www.instagram.com/castrrick
mailto:thanksforthemilesbackup%40%20gmail.com?subject=
mailto:thanksforthemilesbackup%40%20gmail.com?subject=
mailto:anamcobos%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Gary27delarosa%40gmail.com?subject=
https://victoriadelgadillo.com/
https://michaeldergar.com/
https://juanescobedo.com/
mailto:Nisec27%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/ofrenda1
https://www.rubenesparza.com/
mailto:karlazulema47001%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:mariacandelariagaot%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/pfggdesign
https://www.instagram.com/mache.arteconsentido
https://www.instagram.com/mache.arteconsentido
mailto:unamusa%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
mailto:Munguia.brenda3745%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/gfnartla
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Victoria Ester Orantes 
INSTAGRAM.COM/V.E.O.VISIONS

Angela Maria Ortiz
AMOSARTSTUDIO.COM

Anselmo S. Ortiz
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
SAMURAI_GARDENER

Juan Pacheco
BLUESNART@GMAIL.COM

Francisco Palomares
PALOMARESBLVD.COM

Isaac Pelayo
ISAACSUNNYPELAYO@GMAIL.COM

Rosaura Pila-Godinez
INSTAGRAM.COM/ROSY.S.ART/

Antonio Rael
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
ARTISTANTONIORAEL

Cora Ramirez-Vasquez
GALLERYAZUL.COM

Raymundo Tonatiuh Reynoso
EYEONESTUDIO.COM

Ginette Rondeau
GINETTE-RONDEAU.COM

Mike D. Salazar
MDSALAZAR.COM

Anna San Paolo
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
SANPAOLOART/?HL=EN

Jaqueline Esparza Sanders
JAXIEJAX.COM

Marissa Magdalena Sykes
MARISSAMAGDALENA.COM

Joey Terrill
JOEYTERRILLART.COM

Roger Triviños
INSTAGRAM.COM/ROGERART

Melly Trochez
INSTAGRAM.COM/MELLY_TROCHEZ

John Tapia Urquiza
THEGENIUSOFWATER.US

Virginia Val
ART_XPRESSION@YMAIL.COM

Amy Zapata
AMYZAPATA.COM

Gabriela Malinalxochitl Zapata
INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
MALINALXOCHITLZAPATA

Lucas Museum of  
Narrative Art   	
LUCASMUSEUM.ORG

Judith F. Baca
Rafael Navarro
 
Cheech Marin Collection and 
Riverside Art Museum
RIVERSIDEARTMUSEUM.ORG

Michael Álvarez
Carlos Donjuán 
Miguel A. Gandert
Luis C Garza
Jacinto Guevara
Gilbert (Magu) Luján 
Alejandro Macias
Yulissa Mendoza
Joe Peña 
Wenceslao Quiroz 
Frank Romero 
Sonia Romero
John M. Valadez
Patssi Valdez
Vincent Valdez 
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https://www.instagram.com/v.e.o.visions
https://amosartstudio.com/
https://www.instagram.com/samurai_gardener
https://www.instagram.com/samurai_gardener
mailto:bluesnart%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.palomaresblvd.com/
mailto:isaacsunnypelayo%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/rosy.s.art/
https://www.instagram.com/artistantoniorael/
https://www.instagram.com/artistantoniorael/
https://www.galleryazul.com/
https://eyeonestudio.com/portfolio/
https://mdsalazar.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sanpaoloart/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/sanpaoloart/?hl=en
https://jaxiejaxart.blogspot.com/
http://www.marissamagdalena.com/
https://joeyterrillart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/rogerart
https://www.instagram.com/Melly_trochez
http://thegeniusofwater.us/
mailto:art_xpression%40ymail.com%20?subject=
https://www.amyzapata.com/
https://www.instagram.com/malinalxochitlzapata
https://www.instagram.com/malinalxochitlzapata
https://lucasmuseum.org/
https://riversideartmuseum.org/


157

Roger Triviños, Tifa’s Rooster, Oils on wood panel, 11” x 14”, 2025
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My artwork centers on the figure and on reimagined Mesoamerican iconographies. I began with 
drawing and oil on canvas; today, I work primarily with acrylic on board.

My family came to the United States from Guadalajara, Mexico, in the early 2000s. I identify as a native 
person of the peoples of this continent. I do not deny my European ancestry, but my brownness, my 
physicality, and my spirit resonate deeply with the pre-Hispanic art, artifacts, and writings that carry 
ancestral knowledge across time.

My practice is rooted in stories passed down through my family, teachings from professors at the 
University of Guadalajara, and, most profoundly, the words of my dear uncle: we are all citizens of the 
cosmos, bound to one another, to all that surrounds us, and to the natural world.

Through my work, I explore forms of thought, spirituality, and philosophy that recognize the world as 
living, interconnected, and sacred. I seek to listen to what has survived, to what remains within us, and 
to what can still be remembered.

At the heart of my practice is a desire to rescue, honor, promote, and share the richness of Mexika 
culture. Through contemporary materials and imagery, I create a bridge between ancestral memory 
and the present, allowing these histories, philosophies, and visual languages to breathe, transform, 
and endure.
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COVER ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:
GABRIELA MALINALXOCHITL ZAPATA

 Above, at left: Atekokolli, El caracol marino, Acrylic on canvas, 36” x 21”, 2008, center: Artist Gabriela Malinalxochitl Zapata in her studio,  
at right: Maya Kin Balam (The Mayan Sun Jaguar), Acrylic on canvas, 30”x 30”, 2008



 Marissa Magdalena Sykes, Piñata Dress, Functional wearable piñata of tissue and cardboard (Photo by Edward Duarte), 4’ x 3’ x 3’, 2013 



Unidos, Somos Más (Together, We Are More) is the official 2026 theme for National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, which is celebrated from September 15 to October 15. This 
theme highlights the power of unity, shared cultural roots, and the collective impact and 
resilience of Hispanic and Latino communities.

201 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, California 90012

TEL	 213.202.5500 
FAX	 213.202.5517 
WEB	 culture.lacity.gov

INSTAGRAM	 @culture_LA 
FACEBOOK	 cultureLA
X / TWITTER	 @culture_LA 
YOUTUBE	 @cultureLA

Unidos, Somos Más
Unidos, Somos Más

TOGETHER, WE ARE MORE


