
 
 

Los Angeles to Embark on Major City-Wide Islamic Arts Initiative 
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A series of exhibitions are scheduled to land in Los Angeles 
starting in September as part of a major Islamic Arts initiative. 

The Los Angeles / Islam Arts Initiative (LA/IAI) is the first-of-its-
kind citywide initiative showcasing Islamic arts to take place 
anywhere. 

The initiative will bring together nearly 30 cultural institutions in 
the L.A. area to stage exhibitions and events that will tell the 
story of Islamic art around the world. This should offer some 

perspective on the culture of a region whose politics and traditions are often oversimplified, 
when they aren't serving as a source of outright caricature. 

"One of the things that we were talking about when we were planning this initiative was the 
huge role that Hollywood has in creating a picture of what is and isn't Muslim," says Amitis 
Motavelli, who is overseeing the program for DCA. "This image is spread internationally. So I think 
it behooves the city of L.A. to look at multiple views — not just that of constant victim or constant 
terrorist. We want to show the multiple perspectives that exist in any culture. It humanizes 
people." 

The initiative will consist of dozens of exhibitions, screenings, lectures and symposia covering 
topics as varied as decorative objects, contemporary art, folk traditions and architectural 
photography. 

The LA/IAI effort focuses on art throughout the Islamic world, from the Middle East to other parts 
of Asia, to Europe and the U.S. 
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