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Peter Wu
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Shana Nys Dambrot | March 18, 2019 | 6:00am
For this edition of our ongoing series introducing you to some of our favorite Los Angeles artists,
we meet Peter Wu, a witty conceptualist and a science fiction–obsessed polymath whose video-
and sculpture-based installations interrogate the ways in which mythologies about the future
are already fully operational in the present.

L.A. WEEKLY: When did you first know you were an artist?
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ADVERTISING

inRead invented by Teads
PETER WU: I grew up in an insular Canadian town of 3,000 people where I frequently escaped to
my imagination, but I think I really wanted to become an artist during the first year of undergrad
at the University of Windsor, where I was introduced to conceptual art. I remember going to the
library one summer and checking out as many books as I could around the subject. This was
when I realized art could be an intellectual pursuit.

Related Stories

Meet an Artist Monday: Painter Samantha Fields

Meet an Artist Monday: Skyler Grey

What is your short answer to people who ask what your work is about?

I make sci-fi–based video installations revolving around the ideas of artificial intelligence, future
identities, and how technology is altering our perception of reality (or dick sculptures —
depending on who I’m talking to).

EXPAND
Peter Wu, Or, the Creatures of Prometheus (2018), glow-in-the-dark PLA 3-D print, wood,
translucent fabric, mapped HD video projections with sound (TRT 6:43 loop). 96 x 72 x 72 inches.
Installation view at R/SF Projects, San Francisco.
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Courtesy of the artist

What would you be doing if you weren’t an artist?

Recommended videos
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Amy Schumers Husband Is On The Autism Spectrum

Up Next

Worlds longest salt cave discovered in Israel

New Line Cinema Will Develop Hello Kitty Movie

Morgan Freeman Minds His Own Beesness

Lady Gaga announces shes pregnant with new music

I always dreamt of being a musician and performing in a band. I guess
it’s never too late to be the Asian Brian Eno. #bodyrats

Did you go to art school? Why/why not?

When applying for my MFA, I remember all these schools sending me
these huge glossy color catalogs, whereas the San Francisco Art
Institute sent me this shitty, 8½-by-11-inch, black-and-white booklet.
Without visiting the school, and solely based on their scrappy vibe, I
decided to go there. It was my ticket out of my hometown and one of
the best decisions I’ve made.

Why do you live and work in L.A., and not elsewhere?

I grew up in Canada, so living through another winter was no longer tolerable. When I first
moved to sunny Los Angeles, the art scene was much smaller and there was (and still is) a very
supportive community. It’s a place where you can focus on your work without the guilty
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distractions of having to always be “seen” or the pressures of crushing rent. It is a slow-burning
fire here (depending on the season).

EXPAND
Peter Wu, Or, the Creatures of Prometheus (2018), glow-in-the-dark PLA 3-D print, wood,
translucent fabric, mapped HD video projections with sound (TRT 6:43 loop). 96 x 72 x 72 inches.
Installation view at R/SF Projects, San Francisco.

Courtesy of the artist

When was your first show?

I guess my breakout show was with Patrick Painter Gallery in 2005 but I’ve had many chapters
since then. We are an accumulation of transformations.

When is/was your current/most recent/next show?

I was recently awarded the COLA Individual Artist Fellowship from the Los Angeles Department
of Cultural Affairs, which will culminate in a group show opening on May 19 at the Los Angeles
Municipal Art Gallery, Barnsdall Art Park.

What artist living or dead would you most like to show with?

I feel like this is similar to the “what’s your favorite movie” question, which I always have a
difficult time answering. So I’ll just say Future Me.
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EXPAND
Peter Wu

Courtesy of the artist

Do you listen to music while you work? If so, what?

Depending on the project, I’ll go through obsessive music phases in the studio. One solid year I
only listened to Nick Cave.

If you like this story, consider signing up for our email newsletters.

SHOW ME HOW

Website and social media handles, please!

Website: Peter-Wu.com
Instagram: @doctor_wu
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EXPAND
Peter Wu, Or, the Creatures of Prometheus (2018), glow-in-the-dark PLA 3-D print, wood,
translucent fabric, mapped HD video projections with sound (TRT 6:43 loop). 96 x 72 x 72 inches.
Installation view at R/SF Projects, San Francisco.

Courtesy of the artist
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EXPAND
Peter Wu, Or, the Creatures of Prometheus (2018), glow-in-the-dark PLA 3-D print, wood,
translucent fabric, mapped HD video projections with sound (TRT 6:43 loop). 96 x 72 x 72 inches.
Installation view at R/SF Projects, San Francisco.

Courtesy of the artist

Trending Arts & Culture
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EXPAND
Forrest Kirk

Claudia Fuentes

Meet an Artist Monday: Forrest Kirk

Shana Nys Dambrot | March 25, 2019 | 6:00am
This week we meet painter Forrest Kirk, whose anomalous style merges a storytelling impulse
with gestural abstraction and an old-school studio painting education in Paris. Moving fluidly
between realism, figuration and pure color and texture, Kirk also incorporates elements of
found objects, mixed media and collaged segments culled from his own original images. The
result is an optical and spatial push-and-pull that keeps the eye from resting, in a poignant
corollary to the unsettling narratives in the sociopolitically fraught scenes from literature, history
and experience that he depicts, from James Baldwin to modern-day Los Angeles.

.
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Forrest Kirk, Body Count (2018), installation view

Courtesy E.C. Lina Gallery

Related Stories

Forrest Kirk, Audubon Ballroom (2019)

Courtesy E.C. Lina Gallery

L.A. WEEKLY: When did you first know you were an artist? 
FORREST KIRK: Since as early as I can remember, I always drew. I still remember those days
sitting in my room drawing and creating worlds on the paper. I didn’t consider myself an artist
until high school. I went to an art and graphics magnet high school, which is where it all came
together for me as an artist.

What is your short answer to people who ask what your work is about? 
Mainly, I tell people my work is about current social narratives, but it’s also about creating
beautiful work. My work has to be visually appealing, before I drop the narrative into the work.
It’s the whole “attract more with honey than vinegar” approach.

What would you be doing if you weren’t an artist? 
I love to create and build things, so if I weren’t an artist I’d be an engineer. I’ve always been good
at math, so engineering and building would also fulfill my desire to create.
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When is/was your current/most recent/next show? 
I most recently exhibited in the "Protest: Noun"
show at the Torrance Art Museum. Currently, I am
in a group show, "Behind Face" at Roberts
Projects in Culver City that’s up until April 27; and
I’m also in a fun group show at Serious Topics in
Inglewood with tons of other artists. We all made
4-by-4-inch paintings that are arranged on the
walls of several doll houses. Next up, I’m planning
another show at E.C. Lina Gallery here in L.A., plus
a show in New York, and two shows abroad. 

If you like this story, consider signing up for our email newsletters.

SHOW ME HOW

Forrest Kirk in
"Cathouse/Dreamhouse/Punkhouse" at Serious
Topics

Shana Nys Dambrot

What artist(s) living or dead would you most like
to show with? 
Kerry James Marshall or Gerhard Richter.

Do you listen to music while you work? If so what? 
Most of the time I listen to movies. I could probably recite the lines to each of the Jason Bourne
movies, Atomic Blonde, or Beverly Hills Cop verbatim.

Website and social media handles, please! 
artbyforrest.com 
IG: @artbyforrest

Trending Arts & Culture

Powered by SailThru
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GET 2 GRAMS OF EXCLUSIVE MELTS FOR $120!

VIEW OFFER

 

CANNISUER - GET 5 GRAMS FOR JUST $45 OR GET 10 GRAMS $85

VIEW OFFER

Come in any day and get check out our 5 GRAM strain of the day SPECIAL!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 2 H1 one gram cartridges for just $60! Deal only valid for H1 branded cartridges

VIEW OFFER

Come in ANYDAY between 10am - 12pm and get $10 Top Shelf grams! Hurry in! The early bird
always gets the bud! Don't miss out on this awesome deal!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 15% off Shatter all day Saturday!

VIEW OFFER
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Mention this offer on Leafbuyer and get THREE 1g VAPE CARTRIDGES for just $100! Tax not
included.

VIEW OFFER

$99 Maven Top Shelf Pop Corn Bud Ounces

VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Come in Sunday - Wednesday and receive 15% off your next purchase. Limited one per
customer.

VIEW OFFER

 

10% OFF ACCESSORIES (Bongs, pipes, rigs, pens)

VIEW OFFER

 

Get an eighth of Lambo OG for just $20.76!

VIEW OFFER

All Veterans & Disability get 5% off entire purchase! Come in and see us today!
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VIEW OFFER

 

When a current & active member refers a new patient, the member gets 2 FREE grams of your
choice! (1g Private Reserve & 1g Reserve)

VIEW OFFER

 

Buy one Dip n Dabs isolate and get the second one for 30% off. While supplies last! Limit 8
grams :)

VIEW OFFER

BUY 3 GET 1 MAGOOCH BUY 3 GET 1 ENJOYABLE EDIBLES BUY 3 GET 1 KUSHY PUNCH (SAME
TIER) BUY 3 GET 1 SOL CANDY

VIEW OFFER

 

GET 1 GRAM OF EXCLUSIVE MELTS FOR JUST $60!

VIEW OFFER

Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Buy 2g of Crumble and get the third gram for FREE!

VIEW OFFER
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Get 14g of Supreme OG for $80, or 1oz for just $140!

VIEW OFFER

Mention this offer on Leafbuyer and get 1/8th of our TOP SHELF for just $39! You do not want to
miss out on this! Hurry in!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 15% off CBD all day Sunday!

VIEW OFFER

Mention this offer on Leafbuyer and get and OUNCE of select strains for $100! Before Tax.

VIEW OFFER

BOGO 50% OFF on all strains of Kings Garden Shatter.

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 20% off all Moxie Concentrates! While supplies last.

VIEW OFFER

 

10% OFF ALL SHATTER, SUGARS, CRUMBLES, & SAUCE!
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VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Rub body balm for just $29.06!

VIEW OFFER

We love our vets! Contact us by phone at 1-855-554-2652 to be added to our Veteran's Discount
list and save 10% on all your orders.

VIEW OFFER

 

Get Chocolate Bar - Toffee 100mg for $21.90

VIEW OFFER

 

Get a full GRAM of Diablo OG VI Kief for just $28!

VIEW OFFER

 

Buy two Henry's 1/8ths and get one for $1! While supplies last!

VIEW OFFER
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Get $2 OFF ALL EDIBLES!

VIEW OFFER

 

GET A 1 GRAM CART FROM 710 INTERSTATE FOR ONLY $40!

VIEW OFFER

First Time Patients and Refferals get $5 off every regular 1/8th!

VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Get 1/2oz of SFV and Skywalker OG for $80, or a full ounce for just $150!

VIEW OFFER

Monday Deal ALL DAY

Monday get 10% off edibles!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 15% off Flower all day Friday!

VIEW OFFER

Mention this offer on Leafbuyer and get a 1/4th ounce of TOP SHELF FLOWER for
just $60! Tax not included.

VIEW OFFER
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Buy an 8th of LA KUSH get a gram of LA KUSH for $1!

VIEW OFFER

 

1st time customer- Receive 15% off any purchase of $30 or more. Get 10% off purchases under
$30!

VIEW OFFER

 
10% OFF Tincture and Topicals!

VIEW OFFER

 

Stay Lifted ticture for just $20.76!

VIEW OFFER

Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Get a Flow Kana CBD pre-roll for a penny with purchase of 1/8 flower jar. To redeem, visit
ganjarunner.com and add 1 Ready To Roll Combo to your cart.

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 1/8th of Purple Punch for $25! Before tax.

VIEW OFFER
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Organic Coconut OIl half cup. Just $22. See you soon!

VIEW OFFER

 

Buy ANY Jetty Product and get a Botanical .5g Cart for $15 (+tax).Up to 8 grams! While supplies
last!

VIEW OFFER

ONLY $65 FOR PLUG-N-PLAY CARTRIDGE & BATTERY!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get a FREE gram on top of any 8th donation of the same shelf.

VIEW OFFER

Get 2 grams of shatter or crumble for $55, or 3 grams for $80!

VIEW OFFER

Sunday Deal ALL DAY

Get 10% off Concentrates!!

VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW
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Get 15% off Drinks all day Thursday!

VIEW OFFER

First time patients get 5 grams for $50 (MED) & $60 (REC)

VIEW OFFER

 

First-Time Customers get 10% off of all orders!

VIEW OFFER

 

Pre-order through the website and receive 10% off your purchase.

VIEW OFFER

 
5% OFF AN 1/8TH!

VIEW OFFER

 
Pro Tab Hybrid for just $29.06!

VIEW OFFER

Get 1 Gram of Brass Knuckles cartridge for $65.70!

VIEW OFFER

 
Half GRAM of Candyland OG Hash for just $12.50 or get a full GRAM for $25!

VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!
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SIGN UP NOW

Buy one Bloom Farms .5g cartridge and get a battery for $1. While supplies last

VIEW OFFER

GET 5 GRAMS FOR JUST $25 OR 10 GRAMS FOR $50

VIEW OFFER

 

GET 2 GRAMS OF ONYX FOR JUST $20!

VIEW OFFER

Get 2 one gram Stiiizy Pods for just $95!

VIEW OFFER

Every Wednesday get 10% off vapes!

VIEW OFFER

Get 15% off Extracts all day Wednesday!

VIEW OFFER

10% off all Concentrates!

VIEW OFFER

 
10% OFF ALL EDIBLES!

VIEW OFFER
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Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Get your Dixie drink in 4 different flavors for only $16.61! Berry Lemonade, Cherry
Limeade, Fruit Punch, and Half & Half!

VIEW OFFER

Receive 10% off your first order + a FREE ganjarunner starter kit! Kit Includes:Lighter,
Pipe, Grinder, Rolling Papers & Ashtray. Coupon code: elevate

VIEW OFFER

 

Get a 1/2 gram of CBD oil Blackberry for just $32.85!

VIEW OFFER

 
$12 per plant on up to 25 clones on select strains! Quantity discounts available.
Learn more about growing your own with clones from Stone Age.

VIEW OFFER

 
Buy 2 District Edibles gummy candy and get one for $0.01. Mix n Match OK! While
supplies last!

VIEW OFFER

GET $5 OFF ALL WAX VALUED $50 OR LESS OR $10 OF ALL WAX VALUED $55 OR MORE

VIEW OFFER
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GET 1 GRAM CART FROM BRASS KNUCKLES FOR $45!

VIEW OFFER

Sign up for our Texting & Loyalty Program and get 10% OFF your first order!

VIEW OFFER

Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Come in any day between 4-6 and get an 1/8th from TIER 1 for just $39! NO LIMIT!

VIEW OFFER

 

Get 15% off Topicals all day Tuesday!

VIEW OFFER

Get 15% off CBD products.

VIEW OFFER

 
10% OFF VAPES, SPECIALTY JOINTS, HASH!

VIEW OFFER

 
Get your Camino Gummy in Blenheim Apricot for just $20.76!

VIEW OFFER

Present this coupon to get an eighth for only $27.38! Select strains.

VIEW OFFER
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Drop by between 3pm-4:20pm every day and receive a FREE gram of Showroom
Shake with any donation!

VIEW OFFER

Buy one Gummi Cares (100mg) and get a Gummi Cares Mini (10mg) for $1. While
supplies last!

VIEW OFFER

Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

GET 2 GRAMS FOR $80 ON BRASS KNUCKLES

VIEW OFFER

 

GOODY BAG 4 ALL FIRST TIME PATIENTS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

VIEW OFFER

Get 2 Brass Knuckles 1g carts for just $90

VIEW OFFER

Get 15% off Edibles all day Monday!

VIEW OFFER

Get 15% off All Edibles every TUESDAY!

VIEW OFFER
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Get your 710 Labs Biesel for just $74.72!

VIEW OFFER

Flower, edibles and more $10 off sticker price. Ask budtender for more info. While
supplies last :)

VIEW OFFER

GET $5 OFF HALF GRAM CARTS OR $10 OFF FULL GRAM CARTS

VIEW OFFER

 
Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW

Get 14g of our amazing Pineapple Express for $70 or 1oz for $120!

VIEW OFFER

First Time Patients get 25% OFF EVERYTHING!

VIEW OFFER

Come in on your birthday and receive 20% off your purchase!

VIEW OFFER

 
Get an eighth of Purple Dragon for just $16.61!

VIEW OFFER
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ASCND Jet Pack Holiday Box available while supplies last! Includes .5g cartridge plus
battery $50 (+tax)

VIEW OFFER

15% off all Maven Concentrates!

VIEW OFFER

 

Buy 2 pre-rolls any brand and get a selected pre-roll for just $1!

VIEW OFFER

 
10% OFF YOUR ENTIRE FIRST PURCHASE!

VIEW OFFER

 
Choose any 3 Select Elite 1g Vape Oil Carts for the price of two! To redeem, visit
ganjarunner.com and add 1 Select Elite Vape Oil 3 Pack to your cart

VIEW OFFER

 
Get your Brite Labs Cart Apricot Ice Cream for just $41.51!

VIEW OFFER

All FTP get 10% off entire purchase! Come in and see us today!

VIEW OFFER

Spend $30 & get 10% OFF Spend $75 & get 13% OFF Spend $110 or MORE & get 15%
OFF! **STONE AGE PRODUCTS ONLY!

VIEW OFFER
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Buy 2 Source 1/8ths and get a preroll for $1! While supplies last.

VIEW OFFER

Get Exclusive Deals in your Inbox!

SIGN UP NOW
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