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Tiffany Haddish almost became a Scientologist but, 'I
don’t do bunk beds'

Kelly Lawler, USA TODAY Published 4:39 p.m. ET Aug. 5, 2019 | Updated 7:19 p.m. ET Aug. 5, 2019

Tiffany Haddish hosts and
executive produces a new
iteration of the classic variety
show "Kids Say the Darndest
Things." (Photo: Mary Ellen
Matthews/ABC)

BEVERLY HILLS – There are some things you really can't get over, no matter how much motivation you have to
do so. For Tiffany Haddish (/story/life/people/2019/06/16/georgia-abortion-law-tiffany-haddish-cancels-atlanta-
show-protest/1471038001/), not even the prospect of shelter when she was homeless could make her sleep in a
bunk bed. 

The comedian's hatred of bunk beds is the reason she didn't join the Church of Scientology years ago when she
was homeless in Los Angeles before her career took off (/story/life/people/2019/04/25/tiffany-haddish-shares-
photo-being-homeless-hungry-scared/3580644002/). 

"I was homeless as hell," she laughingly told reporters at the Television Critics Association press tour Monday
while promoting her upcoming reboot of "Kids Say the Darndest Things" on ABC (/story/life/tv/2019/05/14/abc-
fall-lineup-black-ish-spinoff-conners-tiffany-haddish/1195660001/). "And I needed a roof over my head." She was
at a casting agency trying to get work as an extra when "a person approached me" about Scientology.

"I took a few courses and they found out I was homeless," she continues. "And then they were like, ‘If you stay
here, we’ll pay you $50 a month and you’ll have a roof over your head and you can help us in Inglewood and the
South Central area (in Los Angeles).' Because I guess they didn’t have any people like me in their organization."

Haddish signed a contract with them. "The contract was like a billion-year contract or something, which I thought
was crazy, but I was like, ‘Whatever. I need a place to stay.’"

More: Tiffany Haddish cancels Atlanta show over Georgia's restrictive abortion law (/story/life/people/2019/06/16/georgia-abortion-law-tiffany-haddish-
cancels-atlanta-show-protest/1471038001/)

Everything changed, however, when she saw the bed they were offering. 

"They took me where (people) sleep – ‘The Barracks,’ they call it – and it was bunk beds, and I don’t do bunk beds," she says. "So I threw a fit and they
tore my contract up and they put me out. I don’t do bunk beds, it’s just not my thing. You want to see me lose my temper, tell me I got to sleep in a bunk
bed and I’m going to cut up."

Although Haddish didn't end up working in her L.A. community for Scientology, she is using her star power now to help her neighborhood. She films
"Kids" at Nate Holden Performing Arts Center, a community theater that is close to her heart. 

"It’s between the 'hood and Hollywood and I shot my very first special there," Haddish says. Pre-fame, she had a job there as a server, "and I remember
they had just opened up the theater and I walked into the main area and I thought, 'Wow, one day I’m going to perform here.' ...  It makes me really happy
to contribute to my community ... to uplift a place that has done so much for the community." 
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When asked if working with the adorable and hilarious kids on the reboot of the classic series has inspired her to write new comedy material, she
says yes, but adds it also reminds her to do something else. "Take my birth control. You cannot forget to do that."

Read or Share this story: https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/tv/2019/08/05/tiffany-haddish-said-no-scientology-because-bunk-
beds/1925256001/
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