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Mark Your Calendars

A Brad Pitt-narrated documentary about
restoring the Unity Temple will soon be
available for streaming
By Matt Hickman •  October 21, 2020 •  Media, Midwest, On View

A Brad Pitt-narrated documentary about restoring the Unity Temple will soon be available for streaming
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(Tom Rossiter)

A new feature-length documentary film profiling the
meticulous, Harboe Architects-led restoration of Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Unity Temple in Oak Park, Illinois, will be available to
stream for a limited time on Vimeo starting October 30. This
special preview screening/fundraising period will conclude on
November 15 with a panel discussion hosted by filmmaker
Lauren Levine discussing the documentary and the momentous
effort to preserve one of Wright’s most iconic early works for
future generations. Virtual tickets for the film, titled Unity
Temple: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Modern Masterpiece, cost $20 and
include access to the Zoom-based panel.

Proceeds from ticket sales will help support four additional
Wright sites in addition to Unity Temple: Taliesin, Taliesin
West, Fallingwater, and the Hollyhock House in Los Angeles.
(Despite being geographically disparate, all five of these works
collectively comprise a single UNESCO World Heritage Site,
along with the Frederick C. Robie House, the Herbert and
Katherine Jacobs House, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum.)

Trending Now

Copenhill, BIG’s skiable waste-to-Copenhill, BIG’s skiable waste-to-
energy power plant, gets sweepingenergy power plant, gets sweeping
new photos from Hufton + Crownew photos from Hufton + Crow

11

BIG will replace Johns HopkinsBIG will replace Johns Hopkins
University’s Mattin Center with aUniversity’s Mattin Center with a
cascading complexcascading complex

22

A nationwide “Superstudio” aims toA nationwide “Superstudio” aims to
broaden the appeal of the Greenbroaden the appeal of the Green
New Deal beyond the liberal coastsNew Deal beyond the liberal coasts

33

https://www.archpaper.com/tag/documentary/
https://www.harboearch.com/
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/restoration/
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/frank-lloyd-wright/
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/oak-park/
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/illinois/
https://www.unitytemplefilm.com/
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/unitytemple
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1496/
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1296354&setID=356702&channelID=4885&CID=423455&banID=519973256&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807148316&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=1b623275b168a8e15201f7153598de6da6f07e87&location=
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/copenhill-bigs-skiable-waste-to-energy-power-plant-gets-sweeping-new-photos-from-hufton-crow/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/big-will-replace-johns-hopkins-universitys-mattin-center-cascading-complex/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/nationwide-superstudio-aims-to-broaden-the-appeal-of-the-green-new-deal/
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1298258&setID=356702&channelID=4885&CID=445873&banID=520071545&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807149371&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=06fcab770860c80341456e58fdc7d946792e88a0&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1300535&setID=356705&channelID=4885&CID=446859&banID=520073619&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807147892&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=52117b3a58e65bf3a7352b9938294422f4a2ede3&location=


11/4/20, 1:53 PMA Brad Pitt-narrated documentary about restoring the Unity Temple will soon be available for streaming

Page 3 of 6https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/brad-pitt-narrated-documentary-about-restoring-unity-temple-will-soon-be-available-for-streaming/

Unity Temple Film Trailer
from Lauren Levine Media

01:55

Narrated by Brad Pitt, Unity Temple: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Modern
Masterpiece dives into the rich history of the reinforced concrete
(a then-audacious choice) house of worship. Commissioned in
1905, Unity Temple was completed in 1908 following a string of
construction delays, modifications, technical difficulties, and
cost overruns.

Wright, 41-years-old at the time of the church’s completion, had
settled in Oak Park, a growing suburb directly west of Chicago,
in the late 1880s. Wright took on numerous residential projects
in and around Oak Park during the beginning of the 20th
century including early Prairie-style homes. Wildly
experimental for its time, Unity Temple was not only Wright’s
first major public building—it’s also widely considered his most
significant work and a vastly influential forebear of the modern
architecture movement. “Unity Temple makes an entirely new
architecture—and is the first expression of it. That is my
contribution to modern architecture,” Wright later said.

The project was also a deeply personal commission for the
young architect, who was a member of the Unitarian
Universalist congregation that the church was built to serve.
(Unity Temple’s predecessor, the Oak Park Unity Church, was
destroyed in a fire in 1905.)

Over the decades, Unity Temple has suffered from various
structural problems and maintenance woes, namely water
damage. Early efforts to safeguard the church led to the
formation of the Unity Temple Restoration Foundation (UTRF)

Popular Posts

HWKN unveils Bushwick Generator,HWKN unveils Bushwick Generator,
a multifaceted office campus fora multifaceted office campus for
North BrooklynNorth Brooklyn

44

Henning Larsen shares masterHenning Larsen shares master
plan for a new urban district inplan for a new urban district in
Wolfsburg, GermanyWolfsburg, Germany

55

Venice’s plan to prevent floodingVenice’s plan to prevent flooding
will leave St. Mark’s Basilicawill leave St. Mark’s Basilica
underwaterunderwater

66

Diller Scofidio + Renfro’sDiller Scofidio + Renfro’s
Rubenstein Forum featuresRubenstein Forum features
gargantuan bird-safe glass curtaingargantuan bird-safe glass curtain
walls with zinc frameswalls with zinc frames

77

Lesley Lokko resigns as dean ofLesley Lokko resigns as dean of
Spitzer School of Architecture atSpitzer School of Architecture at
City College of New YorkCity College of New York

11

Public opinion has softened itsPublic opinion has softened its
views on Brutalism. That isn’tviews on Brutalism. That isn’t
enough to stay the wrecking ball.enough to stay the wrecking ball.

22

A Brad Pitt-narrated documentaryA Brad Pitt-narrated documentary
about restoring the Unity Templeabout restoring the Unity Temple
will soon be available for streamingwill soon be available for streaming

33

Flight Simulator 2020 provides aFlight Simulator 2020 provides a
worldwide playset for architectsworldwide playset for architects
and urbanistsand urbanists

44

David Adjaye-designed house builtDavid Adjaye-designed house built
by Brad Pitt’s Make It Rightby Brad Pitt’s Make It Right
Foundation to be torn downFoundation to be torn down

55

Gensler reveals Baltimore’s newGensler reveals Baltimore’s new
central train stationcentral train station

66

$450 million overhaul of Alamo$450 million overhaul of Alamo
Plaza in jeopardy after historicalPlaza in jeopardy after historical
commission moves to blockcommission moves to block
monument relocationmonument relocation

77

https://vimeo.com/user4621368
https://vimeo.com/460315229
https://vimeo.com/user4621368
https://vimeo.com/460315229
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/brad-pitt/
https://www.archpaper.com/tag/church/
https://franklloydwright.org/site/unity-temple/
https://unitytemple.org/
https://www.utrf.org/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/hwkn-unveils-bushwick-generator-a-multifaceted-office-campus-for-north-brooklyn/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/henning-larsen-shares-master-plan-for-wolfsburg-connect/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/11/venices-plan-to-prevent-flooding-will-leave-st-marks-basilica-underwater/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/facades-diller-scofidio-renfros-rubenstein-forum-cantilevers-bird-safe-curtain-walls-and-zinc/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/lesley-lokko-resigns-as-dean-of-spitzer-school-of-architecture-at-city-college-of-new-york/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/09/public-opinion-has-softened-on-brutalism-isnt-enough-to-stay-the-wrecking-ball/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/brad-pitt-narrated-documentary-about-restoring-unity-temple-will-soon-be-available-for-streaming/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/flight-simulator-2020-provides-a-worldwide-playset-for-architects-and-urbanists/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/david-adjaye-house-brad-pitt-make-it-right-foundation-to-be-torn-down/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/gensler-reveals-baltimores-new-central-amtrak-station/
https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/450-million-overhaul-of-alamo-plaza-in-jeopardy-after-historical-commission-moves-to-block-monument-relocation/
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1225819&setID=356850&channelID=10006&CID=413285&banID=519949800&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807145338&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=31e7b68c84475f4b8c41fce461fcd7c1ceeb202d&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1214016&setID=356851&channelID=9786&CID=380793&banID=519927905&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807145646&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=44d031a8c14f490effdea8920922b250d2cfc2d6&location=
https://servedbyadbutler.com/redirect.spark?MID=175624&plid=1162882&setID=356852&channelID=4899&CID=388242&banID=519897555&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&mt=1604526807149472&sw=1440&sh=900&spr=1&hc=e91fdb7a22e5a7533e194ea12f3e50bddd605a51&location=


11/4/20, 1:53 PMA Brad Pitt-narrated documentary about restoring the Unity Temple will soon be available for streaming

Page 4 of 6https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/brad-pitt-narrated-documentary-about-restoring-unity-temple-will-soon-be-available-for-streaming/

in 1970, a secular, preservation-minded organization that, thirty
years later, began devising a comprehensive restoration master
plan in partnership with the church. Unity Temple was named
both a National Historic Landmark and added to the National
Register of Historic Places the same year UTRF was established.

Designed and constructed at a time when church architecture remained bound
to tradition, Unity Temple is widely regarded as paving the way for modern
architecture. (Tom Rossiter)

Fast-forward nearly four wear, tear, and leak-filled decades later
to 2009 when the UTRF’s push to preserve the ailing church
became all the more urgent—and widely-publicized—with its
inclusion on the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 11
Most Endangered Historic Places List. In 2015, Unity Temple
closed to the public and restoration work kicked off in earnest.
The multi-year, $25 million effort, which involved painstaking
interior and exterior work including on the building’s art glass
windows and multitude of leak-prone flat roofs, was completed
and reopened in the summer of 2017 for both worship
and guided public tours led by the Chicago-based Frank Lloyd

https://assets.archpaper.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/UnityTemple_FLW_dusk.jpg
https://savingplaces.org/stories/frank-lloyd-wrights-unity-temple-reopens-after-3-year-restoration
https://flwright.org/tours/unity
https://www.archpaper.com/digital-issue/landscape/


11/4/20, 1:53 PMA Brad Pitt-narrated documentary about restoring the Unity Temple will soon be available for streaming

Page 5 of 6https://www.archpaper.com/2020/10/brad-pitt-narrated-documentary-about-restoring-unity-temple-will-soon-be-available-for-streaming/

Wright Trust. The restoration was met with widespread acclaim
and much like with the church’s drawn-out construction, the
patience of all involved certainly paid off.

Over the course of the documentary’s 55-minute run time,
Levine chronicles the reawakening of Unity Temple with input
and insight from the restoration team including lead architect
Gunny Harboe, members of the Unity Temple congregation,
and a range of architectural historians and critics including
Paul Goldberger and Blair Kamin. As for Pitt, he steps in to
narrate “the architect’s philosophies,” according to a press
release.

“I hoped to convey a window into Wright’s mind, beyond the
o#en repeated autobiographical mainstream material, so that
we could better understand Wright’s guiding philosophy and
intent that his buildings reflect the people who use them, said
Levine. “It was important to capture both the tremendous task
and details of the restoration itself as well as the spirit, diversity
and commitment of the congregation who continue to bring
the building to life.”

Brad Pitt Churches Documentary Frank Lloyd Wright Illinois

Oak Park Restoration
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