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(Courtesy of Mark Steven Greenfield)

Social justice movements and racism issues in the United States continue to dominate
civil discourse, but when words fail to capture the palpable emotions connected to
historical oppression, inequality and negative stereotypes, art is a powerful

commentary.

Mark Steven Greenfield, an award-winning artist from Los Angeles, showcased his work
and shared personal stories with students on Feb. 26 as part of the Cal State Fullerton
Begovich Visual Arts lecture series. Greenfield is a gifted storyteller whose work

poignantly sheds light on deep-seated racism in America.

https://dailytitan.com/lifestyle/begovich-gallery-lecture-uses-art-to-express-issues-of-racism/article_ed962f44-7a23-11eb-a99b-8f852a40c25 .html 2/6


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstYpaTz6Uppu5LSRqzsrPa8aHOTJY-NZKm8uYCGrbbJCWu3E7D2Ms7Djt5RZDQL-xmeKG9etUrc4Q0RLe8QkSSKfAR_IATfbB3B8KbOEmFEE2Fkdj8iYlm2r9L7VYTtL5RGLntjbsPQM5C44DBBGugtx1dTl3OxOtWYJBl09AjbvChnLhB80UPoffdAbxx4FPuNYtaFeM0L4TuDXTD6nOpGIKbE5BkBdHOdNBlGqyszB31LP0TjldzVa_qfsBlsTE_BsCpTUFPKVttEJ0yF3G8L0ktyNORENBA5MaxoPY7fTe0FfcsoswS41HZiJ7NQrtRemJqVYNk-YOlg3ouaJv8y0vZKjRLSEcyF-4ajNsDvnPfWB0-wy-O1-wgK0c3wzqn6H0h7MxpYRLMCptKPZxbhkkcU5HUtrb_1_c2puv0b2S_Ly9bsFYkyr5jiHYczg_PD0DdKM96rd0i7dHWispH-WoEfLbeYxMNV4XWn7vqH2nmlCBdmdX-OvrPmoJWP4cDaN24WXQKQgloBF6bubaqf6vHOKj9ymirF_1LtLRETK2hIk_UW2W1LuH9eIPXNLwYn7Hkjg-pD4rp3Zr2pq9FmyBg7gWuVxm-T1UGABzsCAn7Jo6nGkLcWfg0w6AH2S0geD4yGpyfCNDGbm27yXtYY1GEb7ZHwu8qCjsB9R9r0PejNRTose-VdK0fGW80WOtnfrUqt2wHmyRKDtm5DOQAq8XiZvTFFjfCyegVM563BZsbJXWbrYnrcuJ_4ROsAWbAv-dNqvQvPvozir-EOJ3qRhtaO5qLW9kPzmEq1ZKqhTtfhKOTd3eYQylAIUcvlW9UT-dRlWznXNAM24Iro84Tf9aU_YHmlIjBYUH_OjcYfkCqsIJjcJJyULilLrYoNUa7CykZfTGSEY-7m5Q71vcNzqrcFSmaYcyx62MavUIyhCbc0dPzAUKzvMlGrPhGDU7dq5Z-y7Dwl87pC23IwhoOImlSXqDICST1BkVDJ3R83L3zE8Bn6V9vr6G_uBIh9rznjeoRQ5IEOtzBkLl1pkIQcZPiBv6g5Hy-ponGks0HMp0BRhC626kbPGWsfF3o&sai=AMfl-YSzEU2camFgBtSwy2ElCmd5_4pKilbdUYEANRBHVOoTNVl0BBmWLiB7dmc28iBH8KVAbnKszBSy84OnHPCEplYv5vcofrGuUttOLtMKiBJc86E2T1S86jtBd5U83NYB58QxQMLDAzPMYUArqmMMgX415UfCmA4--y6S-9z81uUwhbaPhO3sxg2vQVIMLP8EKTvD1NMxoGAZCaq9hGKXM1__53IL4_Fim_shc5I8eR3M51XgQjizBlrGM7GAl1ok4BwMzFL0HiMPRqsi-i-PVWkVyi-EYKXEoiy5esAilakPa5RcFwhKOe0Xem1wmY706f4yrqBetLiJ8u3BCKCleaBYaBNvEPp1AaE3dfz1YufIcg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKaAOgE2Cr1m&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.upwork.com/ppc/awareness/%3Futm_source%3Ddv360%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DMarketplace-Prospecting%26utm_content%3DInMarket_WebDesign%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

3/2/2021 Begovich Gallery lecture uses art to express issues of racism | Lifestyle | dailytitan.com
"His work deals primarily with the
African American experience and in
recent years has focused on the effects of
stereotypes on American culture
stimulating much-needed and long
overdue dialogue on issues of race,”
reads Greenfield’s website.

Greenfield began the lecture by
discussing his formative years as a boy
walking down the wrong path and
hanging out with the wrong crowd. It
wasn't until he enrolled in an art class
and his teacher said, “you could be a
really good artist if you live that long”
that he began to contemplate his future
in art. Greenfield said his ultimate

commitment to the creative profession

pushed him down a better path. '
(Courtesy of Mark Steven Greenfield)

Greenfield attended Cal State Long
Beach and graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in Education in 1973, going on to earn his Masters of Fine Arts and serve as the arts

administrator for the Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs for 13 years.

Meditation themes are infused into his art and are a constant motif in many of his pieces,
inspired by his daily practice.

“I guess it's just been a continuous through line. You look at the whole body of work.
There's always this underlying reference to what exists in the subconscious,” Greenfield

said.

Greenfield said his understanding of the subconscious has informed his approach to his
art. He added that he aims to subversively access viewers’ subconscious because people

tend to have extremely visceral reactions to subject matters confronting racism.
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Jennifer Frias, the director and curator of the Begovich Gallery, was introduced to
Greenfield through his work and said she enjoys his lectures because of his natural

storytelling ability.

“I think what makes his work important/special is that his work prompts a dialogue on
race, politics, social justice and spirituality. It touches on relevant issues. It exposes a

painful part of American culture that many people would rather ignore,” Frias said.

Frias also added that she was most drawn to one of Greenfield’s most subconscious-

piercing series called “Blackatcha.”

“I've always been drawn to his body of work entitled, ‘Blackatcha, where he takes photos
of turn-of-the-century blackface performers and superimposes a subversive message

that looks like an eye chart,” Frias said.

Greenfield said a huge part of his artwork focuses on understanding how people react to
it and using the medium to help viewers engage with the topic in a less intimidating

way.

“Their first inclination is, ‘I don’t want to see that. I don’t want to deal with that on any
level. But the fact that it is covered with text creates a certain level of intrigue that makes
you engage with it. And after you read the text, you'll look back at the photograph and

hopefully you look at it in a different context,” Greenfield said.
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The lecture welcomed students to
engage with Greenfield’s story and
bodies of work. CSUF alumna Beatriz
Hussar said that despite the closures of
LA and Orange County art galleries, she
continues to seek out art virtual gallery
showings and artist lectures because she
wants to continue seeing new art.
Hussar said this was her first time
seeing Greenfield’s artwork and one

series, in particular, stood out.

(Courtesy of Mark Steven Greenfield)

Greenfield’s “Animalicious” series takes old cartoon characters that feature characters in
blackface and puts them front and center on duralar film and wood canvases, outlining

the characters with pen and ink.

“I think most of us can connect to those kind of images because we grew up watching
cartoons and when we see that cartoon in blackface or Black cartoons were created a long
time ago and that he's bringing them into his contemporary work, you know, you kind of

see how racism has been prevalent in all these years,” Hussar said.

Greenfield has a new series called “Black Madonna,” focusing on America’s African

American experience. It is currently on display virtually at the William Turner Gallery.

Jessica Aitken
Reporter S21 +
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